Fluency Development Lesson (FDL):  A Quick Guide 
~from The Fluent Reader by Timothy V. Rasinski
Do the FDL on a regular basis, daily if possible.  Use short passages of about 100 to 200 words; highly predictable poems work well, as do consecutive segments of a short story read over several days.  Make two copies of the FDL text for each student (optional).  Put the text on the overhead or chart paper for choral reading.  

1.  Read the text aloud several times and in different voices, while students listen or follow along silently.

2. Discuss the meaning of the text, as well as your reading of it with students.

3. Read the text with the class several times, in variations of choral reading.

4. Pair up students and have them take turns reading the text to each other, three times each, with the listener offering support and encouragement.

5. Have students reassemble and perform their texts for an audience: their classmates, other classes, school staff, and parents.

6. Optional:  Ask students to choose two or three words from the text for the classroom word wall and individual word banks.  Study the words later through word sorts, games, and practice.

7. Optional:  Have students put one copy of the text in their poetry folders for later reading at school.  Have them take the other copy home to read to whoever will listen.  The listeners should offer praise and support and sign the back of the student’s text.

8. Begin the next day with students reading chorally and individually the text from the previous day.  Then, the routine begins again with a new text.

